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the seizure of Kiao-Chiau.    It was during his first visit
to St. Petersburg after the accession  of Nicholas II.
to the throne that the Kaiser made his host promise not
to oppose the coup de main that he had in view, and
suggested that the Czar should follow his example by
taking possession of the ,extremity of the peninsula  of
Liao-Tong.    Count Mouravieff, who was at that time
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and who was as destitute of
forethought as he was ignorant of affairs in general and of
the affairs of the Far East in particular, was fascinated
at once by a scheme which promised to increase his per-
sonal prestige, and it was from his own lips that I learned
what had passed in the council convoked by the Czar
for the discussion of this question.    Of all the members
present Count Mouravieff was the only one who sup-
ported Emperor Nicholas   in   his   project, which was
opposed by the other Ministers, and most vigorously by
Count Witte, who was perfectly well aware of the danger
involved in such a flagrant violation of the integrity of
China.   The Czar deferred to the opinion of the majority
and the scheme was temporarily abandoned, but Count
Mouravieff refused to admit defeat, and succeeded later
in persuading the Emperor that, according to secret in-
formation, a British squadron was about to take Port
Arthur as a reply to the seizure of Kiao-Chiau by the
Germans, and that it was necessary at any cost to get
ahead of England.   The result was that Admiral Douba-
soff. Commandant of the Russian naval forces in the Far
East, received from Emperor Nicholas a direct order to
eater Port  Arthur  and   to   hoist   the   Russian   flag*
Thereupon Count Mouravieff took great credit to him*
sell for having gained so signal a victory over Count
e, and for having won the two Chinese ports for